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OUR STORY IS YOUR STORY

Welcome to
Roots & Leaves!
Although most students are still taking a break
from school - in the South, school sessions are in
full swing!

One commonly overlooked resource in

doing your family history, is researching school
records.

Although most children in the 1800s -

1900's had limited access to formal education, if
your ancestor had the fortunate opportunity,
researching their records could include valuable
information.

Consultant Diane Gee Jensen primes

us on how to use school records.

Family stories are wonderful to listen to but they
are also fleeting.
a memory.

Once the story is told, it is only

Wouldn't it be better to have it

recorded or filmed your relative so that other
generations can enjoy?

Consultant Leslie Albrecht

Huber of FamilySearch.org shows us how to use
new technology in recording histories and how to
ask great questions to really get your relative to
open up and talk about themselves.

Because technology has made doing genealogy so
Free Access to the Following Websites:

easy compared to fifty years ago, you might be

19th Century British Library

FamilySearch.org

Access Newspaper Archive

FindMyPast.com

Alexander Street Press

content to do all of your research at home.
don't fall into that trap!

- Institution Version

But

At the Evans Georgia

Family History Center, we have multiple premium

American Ancestors

Fold3.com - Military Records

websites that will save you thousands of dollars

American Civil War

Geneanet

each year.

Historic Map Works

FamilySearch library will make the most of your

Research Database
Ancestry.com- Institution

Kinpoint-Premium

(US, Australia, Canada,

MyHeritage.com

Germany, Sweden,

Newspapers.com

United Kingdom)

Newspaper Digital Archives

Arkiv Digital

Paper Trail

FamNet

Puzzilla.org - Premium

Knowing all the resources of your local

genealogical research.

All of these subjects are covered in this issue of
ROOTS & LEAVES, a free e-magazine available
from the consultants at the Evans Georgia Family
History Center.

Please stop by the center and find

your family's story -because
Roots & Leaves e-magazine is not a publication of The Church of

story !

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or of FamilySearch.org.

Family History can be!

See

www.lds.org or FamilySearch.org for official sites.
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our story is your

Please come and find out how fulfilling

A Primer in Using
School Records
BY

DIANE

GEE

JENSEN

If your summer was filled with vacations and entertaining
children, you might not have found much time to do family
history; but now that school's back in session, you can get
back to Family History Research!

While your children are at

school learning, you can be learning about your
ancestors.

For many of our ancestors, education was considered a
luxury and for most, something that they could only dream
about.

For those that were fortunate enough, or had

parents who sacrificed for the opportunity, gleaning
from their school records can give us a real insight into the
past of what life was like.

The first compulsory education began in Massachusetts in
1853. Prior to that time, children were often needed to
work on farms or in their family's business.

Depending

upon where your ancestor lived, even in very rural areas,
researching their school records is well worth your time.
Generally school records will include name, age, parents’
names as well as any siblings or other relatives that
attended the same school.

In a way, its a like a school

census!

Beginning from A to Z
So, where to begin?

Are you looking for your ancestor as a

child or perhaps you know that they were once a teacher?
To begin your search, start with what you know or what
records you have.

Once you have that information, turn to

the FamilySearch or Ancestry.com catalog and type in
"schools" for the subject heading to see what records exists.
If you don't find any records, don't give up!

Based upon

where they lived, consult the local historical society for
information. If you know when a school began, for example,
it will help you narrow in as to whether your ancestor was a
student there.
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School records are unique compared to other records.

If you are lucky enough, you might know what clubs your

ancestor belonged to or if they excelled at academics or sports.

I decided to see what I could find on my

grandfather who immigrated to the United States as a young teenager.

After consulting the FamilySearch.org

Catalog, I found a transcript of his school record when he attended Gorse Hill School in Swindon, England.
only five years old according to the record, so I was at the beginning of his education.

He was

From doing this search I also

learned that the Swindon Historical Society held the original document image and that I could send away for my own
copy.

This information also included the location of the school and the name of his teacher.

Although I did not find

a picture of him or his classmates, I did find dozens of images from the school from an unexpected source: Flickr.com
Perhaps you might find some of your ancestral pictures there as well.

Gorse Hill School, Swindon, England circa 1890

The street he would have walked to school

In 1907, my grandfather, then 12 years old,
emigrated with his widowed mother to the
United States and settled in Salt Lake City,
Utah.

I researched the local directories and

was able to determine the grade school he
attended based upon his mother's address
and by consulting the historical records of the
school district. From my research I learned that
he attended Forest School, a K-8 school and
then he went directly to business school or what
we would call a junior college. There was no
such thing as middle schools at the time.
Forest School, unfortunately, no longer exists
but from a historical society, I was able to find
a picture of the school.

I also discovered from

a newspaper clipping, that he graduated from
college.

Forest Elementary, Salt Lake City Utah
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College historical departments can be a treasure trove for pictures and information about your ancestor.
Most colleges keep historical records and in them you will find documents showing photos, dance cards,
clubs, report cards, student publications and parent association records.

Finding such information are real

gems in learning about the interests of your ancestor.

One Room
School House
Unlike my grandfather, who lived in a small city,
my maternal grandmother, lived in a very small
town and even to this day it remains a small
town.

Like so many of the children that lived

remotely by her, she attended a one room school
house.

Would it be possible to find information

of her school days after the maze I went through
to find my grandfather?

Yes, it was possible.

St. Charles, Idaho ca. 1900's

First, I started out with what I knew.

Her parents immigrated to

the United States from Sweden and as most immigrants do, they
settled near other Swedish immigrants and decided to settle in
St. Charles, Idaho, a fishing and agriculture community in the
Bear Lake Valley.

Because St. Charles is still so small, there is little information at
the town level, so I turned to the county historical society.
as far as school information, there was very little.

Again,

Then by luck, I

found a college history report printed in 1963 by Russell R. Rich.
His report was written to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the first settlers coming to the valley and within the report was a
wealth of information because he interviewed the children and
grandchildren of the original settlers.

I

also learned that

schooling began in 1865, in neighboring Paris, Idaho, 8 miles
away.

Like most farming communities, children were needed working on
the farm, especially during harvest time.

St. Charles sits at 6,000

feet above sea level, which meant the growing season was short.
Therefore, school began in the fall, weather permitting. Travel

School Transportation in the Winter

during the winter was made in an enclosed sled with a stove to
keep them warm.
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I also learned that their school supplies consisted of a spelling book, a
slate, and perhaps one or two reading books for the room.

Anyone who

could read the fifth level reader was considered an educated person.

I wanted my children to see what a fifth level reader was like and found
one online in a digital file.

I also found a reproduction book on Ebay

and challenged my children to see if they could answer circa 1865
questions.

That was an interesting afternoon!

A Surprise Gift
I received my own surprise gift while doing research for this article.

One

day I was notified via FamilySearch.org that a distant relative had
uploaded an image in regards to my grandmother.

I went to the Memories

tab and there was a school program about Abraham Lincoln with my
grandmothers name printed on it!

In addition, it listed her sister and

several cousins - remember, they were all Swedish immigrants!

It also

listed the date and her school teacher who instilled in her a love of
learning and teaching.

My Grandmother eventually graduated, went to teachers college and
taught in a small town in Wyoming where she met my grandfather.

Once

again, local historical societies are invaluable in finding these pictures
and documents.

So, you see, even living out on the frontier, you can find

school records about your ancestor.

School Program

Grandma while in College

SEPTEMBER

Grandma as a schoolteacher
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There's an app
for that
BY

LESLIE

ALBRECHT

HUBER

The most complete family histories draw on a wide variety of
resources. Documents and records provide important basic
facts, while photos paint a fuller, more in-depth picture of
ancestors. Oral histories add another invaluable layer with
stories, personalities, and details that bring your ancestors to
life. And with FamilySearch’s Family Tree and Memories apps,
making audio recordings part of your family history has never
been easier.

If you don’t have the apps yet, just go to the FamilySearch
Family Tree and the FamilySearch Memories app pages to learn
more and to download these free apps. Then read on to learn
how to use the apps effectively to make oral histories part of
your family tree.
APPLE

Using the App
Both apps are simple to use and provide ready tools to record
and upload audio clips to your FamilySearch family tree. To
get started, follow the steps below for each app.

FamilySearch Memories App
The Memories app was created to make it easy for you to
preserve family memories no matter where you are and to
connect these preserved memories to your tree. With this app,
recording family stories and histories is straight-forward and
convenient.

Once you open the Memories app, tap the Audio icon in the
bottom right corner if you are an Apple user or in the white
toolbar at the top of the screen in an Android product. Then
tap the plus symbol in the top right corner.
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ANDROID

The recording screen will open. You then have the option to use a provided topic as a prompt, or tap Begin
Recording at the bottom of the screen. Then simply tap Start to begin recording. When you have finished, tap
Done to stop the recording.

APPLE

ANDROID

After typing a title and saving your
recording, you’re ready to add this
audio to the appropriate person in
your FamilySearch family tree.
Select the audio recording, and
then tap on the Tag icon to
indicate which family member’s
profile you want to save it to. As
you start typing, possible matches
from your tree will appear. When
you see the correct person, tap the
name. You can also choose Add
New if the person is not already in
your tree. You aren’t limited to just
one person. If the recording
applies to more than one person on
the tree, you can attach it to
everyone it fits.

You can also share your recording by
text or email or in other ways by
tapping the “Share” symbol.

APPLE

ANDROID
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The Family Tree App:
To use the Family Tree App to record memories,
APPLE

ANDROID

APPLE

ANDROID

start by selecting the person you would like to
make a recording about. In the bar under the
person’s name and photo, tap Memories.

Then tap the green plus symbol in the bottom
right corner of the screen. Several options will
appear. Tap Record Audio, and a list of
questions will automatically appear. These
questions are ideas to get you started. If you
have something else in mind, simply tap the
green Begin Recording bar at the bottom of the
screen.

From this point, the process is very similar to
the Memories app process described above.
Tap the Start button to begin the recording.
Type a title for it, and choose whom to attach it
to on your family tree. As with the Memories
app, you can also choose to share the
recording with others.

The Basics: Tips for
great interviews
Before diving in to using the apps, you might
want to take a moment to review the basics of
oral interviews. Here are some tips to ensure
your success with the FamilySearch apps.

Start with older family members to make
sure you preserve their invaluable
memories before it’s too late.

Branch out to others who may have known
your relatives and who can share insights,
stories, and memories of them. These
people can include family members of all
ages or others such as family friends.
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Keep recordings short. The FamilySearch apps
allow recordings of up to 15 minutes at a time,
but the apps encourage you to keep recordings
to around five minutes each to make them easy
to listen to.

Ask open-ended questions. Instead of asking,

IF YOU’RE READY TO
RECORD AND PRESERVE
YOUR FAMILY’S STORIES, BE
SURE TO START WITH
FAMILYSEARCH’S APPS.

“When were you born?,” ask “What are some of
your favorite childhood memories?” Let your
family member’s personality shine through by not
interrupting or micromanaging answers.

Expand beyond traditional interview questions.
Record family members retelling favorite family
stories or jokes, giving advice, or sharing family
mottos. Or record tidbits of actual events, such
as a piano or vocal solo, a short speech, or an

WITH THESE TOOLS, IT HAS
NEVER BEEN EASIER TO
PRESERVE MEMORIES AND
MAKE THEM PART OF YOUR
FAMILY TREE SO OTHERS
CAN ENJOY THEM FOR
GENERATIONS TO COME.

awards presentation.

Don’t forget to label your recordings and
attach them to your tree!
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MAKING THE MOST USE OF
FAMILY HISTORY CENTERS
BY

EVANS

GEORGIA

FAMILY

HISTORY

CONSULTANTS

Although you might be content using FamilySearch.org at
home, you are actually limiting yourself from other valuable
resources available for free at your local FamilySearch.org
library.

FamilySearch.org has 4,600 local facilities in 126 countries
where anyone can access genealogical records and
receive personal assistance with their family history. These
centers include the world-famous Family History Library in
Salt Lake City, large regional facilities in places like Mesa,
Arizona, and Los Angeles, California, and smaller centers
that are usually found inside Latter-day Saint
meetinghouses.

Family history centers are open to the public and staffed
by knowledgeable volunteers. Each facility offers both
novices and experienced family historians the tools and
resources to learn about their ancestors.

Below is a list and description of free Premium Websites
available at all Family Search History Centers.

Free Access to
Premium Websites
The 19th Century British Newspapers Digital Archives

database of the British Library's

newspaper holdings provides a complete run of 48 national and regional Victorian British
newspapers for the 19th century from 1800 to 1900. These support the study of colonial
history, genealogical research, politics, urban studies, and media courses.
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Access NewspaperArchive.com

is the world's largest online newspaper archive. Featuring billions of

articles from historical newspapers around the U.S. and the world, NewspaperARCHIVE makes exploring
history and genealogy easy and fun. Discover fascinating news in archived newspapers hundreds of years
old—including obituaries, birth announcements, sports articles, comics, and more—to fill in the life stories
you are interested in. And share those stories with others through our community at Our
NewspaperARCHIVE. All of our historical newspapers are full-page and fully searchable.

Alexander Street

contains indexed, searchable information on

over 4 million soldiers and thousands of battles, together with
15,000 photographs.

It also contains approximately

100,000 indexed pages of diaries, letters, and memoirs,
including 4,000 pages of previously unpublished manuscripts.
It also has over 1,400 images of the Cilvil War.

The catalog

also contains personal accounts of well-known historical
figures as well as women and Social movements in the United
States between 1600 to 2000 AD

AmericanAncestors.org

was created by the expert staff at New England Historic Genealogical Society

(NEHGS), America's founding genealogical organization, AmericanAncestors.org is the portal to the nation's
leading resource for the highest-quality, comprehensive family history services. Consult with our expert staff,
some of the most respected genealogists in the profession. Read the most significant original scholarship and
important publications in genealogy. Access millions of exclusive and sought-after records online. Learn with indepth online courses and webinars from expert staff. Explore the largest collection of original family history
research materials in America.

Ancestry.com

gives you access to thousands of collections of records from around the world, including

immigration, census, voter, vital, and military records; newspapers and periodicals; family trees; photos and
images; directories, maps, court records, land records, wills and financial records, stories, memories, and
histories; and detailed records about births, marriages, deaths, land ownership, and much more. It is the
largest for-profit genealogy company in the world.
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ArkivDigital

is the largest private provider of

Swedish Church Records and other historical
records online! All images are newly photographed
color images of the original documents. Click the
link from the Premium Family History Websites page
to install the current client version of ArkivDigital
Online.

F

amnet.org.nz

is the online family history network for those who have

New Zealand roots.

Findmypast.org

makes it easy to research your UK ancestry and

create your family tree. Search census records and trace births,
marriages, and deaths to bring your family history to life. Please
note that not all of the content from findmypast is available in
family history centers.

The 1911 UK Census is a record of everyone

who lived in England and Wales in 1911. It provides a unique snapshot
of the lives of those who lived at that time.

Fold3.com

contains millions of historical documents and photos. Fold3

has refocused their efforts on gathering the best online collection of
military records and stories. The Fold3 name reflects military history
and honor, since traditionally, the third fold in a flag-folding ceremony
honors and remembers veterans for their sacrifice in defending their
country and promoting peace in the world.

Geneanet.org

s the first site dedicated to genealogy in France,

Belgium, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Germany.

It has 3 billion

referenced individuals and 600,000 trees online. The Geneanet
community has 2 million members who exchange genealogical
information..

Kinpoint.com

is designed to make it easier for you to do your

family history by letting you see what to work on at a glance,
quickly find missing information in your family tree, and discover
insights into the lives of your ancestors.
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MyHeritage.com

is the leading global destination for discovering,

preserving and sharing family history. MyHeritage platform and DNA
kits make it easy for anyone, anywhere to embark on a meaningful
journey into their past and treasure their family stories for
generations to come.

PaperTrail.com

provides access to 19th-century westward

American migration trails listed below and the documents
pertaining to those trails including, names, locations, Indian
encounters, modes of travel, routes and other interesting details.
This information comes from over 3500 document surveys.

A

photographic scan of each survey is included in the database and is
searchable for users.

Oregon National Historic Trail
Mormon Pioneer National Historic Trail
California National Historic Trail
Pony Express National Historic Trail

ProQuest.com

obituaries collection is a premier resource for

genealogical and historical research. You can use the collection to
search obituaries and death notices from prominent newspapers, such
as the New York Times (dating back to 1851). The collection includes
both famous and lesser-known individuals and can be searched by
name or by keywords appearing in the body of the article.

Puzzilla.com help researchers see descendants in FamilyTree using
compact symbols that reveal patterns of incomplete research and
other work in collateral-lines. Premium services available at Family
Search Libraries also provide hints, sources, possible duplicates,
incomplete LDS ordinances, search and other functions to help
evaluate the quality of the research in the tree and add evidence to
make it stronger.
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If you don’t recount your family history,
it will be lost. Honor your own stories
and tell them too. The tales may not
seem very important, but they are what
binds families and makes each of us
who we are.
-Madeleine Engle

Evans Georgia
Family History
Center

835 N. Belair Road, Evans, Georgia 30809

