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Welcome to
Roots & Leaves!
Welcome to the new monthly e-magazine of the
Evans Georgia Family History Center!

While the Family History Center location is not new,
(we are still at 835 N. Belair Road, Evans, Georgia
situated in the rear entrance of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints), our name has changed!
And with the changes, we have a new logo, a new
schedule, and a new presence in social media which
is becoming a valuable resource for doing family
history.

We hope you will connect with us so that you

can be notified of our hours and future classes and
events that are currently in the planning stages.

This monthly publication is compiled based on
monthly themes and the interests of its patrons. For
our first issue, we focused on three major events
occurring in May: Cinco de Mayo, (the fifth of May)
and is celebrated to honor Mexico's victory over
France at the Battle of Puebla during the FrancoMexican War (1861-1867); Mothers Day, which has
been celebrated since 1914 and Memorial Day, a day
on which those who died in active military service are
remembered.

Each event in this issue ties into

different challenges in finding your relatives as you
do your family history research; these articles
hopefully will help you in your quest as you learn more
Free Access to the Following Websites:
about your family.
Access Newspaper Archive

Historic Map Works

Ancestry.com

MyHeritage.com

FamilySearch.org

Newspapers.com

FindMyPast.com

Paper Trail

Fold3.com

Puzzilla.org

We hope that Roots & Leaves becomes a valuable
resource for the anyone that lives in the Evans,
Georgia area and has an interest in family history.
Please stop by the center and find your family's story
-

Roots & Leaves e-magazine is not a publication of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
or of FamilySearch.org. See www.lds.org or
FamilySearch.org for official sites.
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because our story is your story!

Please come

and find out how fulfilling Family History can be!

Getting Started
on Your Mexican
Research
BY

LESLIE

ALBRECHT

HUBER

-

Record keepers in Mexico have been recording information
for centuries that can help you tell your family’s story.
Packed with details, these records have survived remarkably
well through the years.

While the records may be old, access to them is new.
Because of this continually increasing access, tracing your
Mexican ancestors is substantially different than it was only
a few years ago. If you are wondering how to get started or
where to look for your ancestors, this article will walk you
through the basics.

Start with U. S. Records
Are you tracing your immigrant ancestors from Mexico to
the United States? Well, before you cross the border and
delve into Mexican records, spend some time learning
about your family in the U.S.

Start by gathering what your

family already knows about your Mexican ancestors. You
could look for papers your family already has and ask
family members for any stories or details they’ve heard.
Pay particular attention to what part of Mexico your
family came from. Then expand your search to U.S.
records that your family might not already have. Again, be
sure to notice any clues the records may contain about
your family in Mexico, such as where they lived, the names
of other family members, and what year they came to the
United States.
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1930 Census
For many families seeking to locate their family lines in Mexico, the 1930 census is a key stepping stone.
Although Mexico did take earlier censuses, beginning as early as 1895, those weren’t as complete. The
1930 census includes 13 million people, more than 90 percent of the population. (Note that the census
records for Mexico City were lost and, therefore, are not included in this index.)

The 1930 Mexican National Census is searchable here on FamilySearch. Finding your family members in
the 1930 census can help you anchor them to a certain locality, solidify family relationships, and build
your family tree. The census usually contains the following information:

Name
Age
Birthplace
Marital status
Nationality
Religion
Occupation
Other specifics may also be recorded.

Once you’ve taken advantage of any family and U.S. records, along with border crossings and the 1930
census, you’re ready to dive into the heart of Mexican research: civil registration and church records.

Civil Registration
Records
Civil registration, or vital records kept by the
government, began in 1859 in Mexico, although
these records weren’t kept regularly until 1867.
Civil registration records are important because of
how many people were included and how much
information the records contain. Civil registers
(registro civil) include births (nacimientos),
marriages (matrimonios), and deaths
(defunciones).
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For people who are trying to find their ancestors
in Mexican civil registration records, the task
recently became much easier. Collaboration
between FamilySearch and Ancestry has
resulted in 65 million new civil registration
records. These include more than 200 million
searchable names and cover all states except
Baja California Norte, Sinaloa, and Tabasco.
The indexes and records have been available for
a couple of years on Ancestry Mexico and at
family history centers, but now they are
available for free on FamilySearch.

Civil

registration can be a rich source of information
about your family. The records may contain the
following information:
Names of people at the event
Ages
Dates and places of the event
Parents’ names or other family
members’ names
Witnesses
Occupations
Residences

Church Records
If you are trying to trace your family before the 1800s,
you may need to turn to Catholic Church records. The
vast majority of Mexicans were Catholic, so most
people are included in these records, which recorded
important religious events such as baptisms,
marriages, and burials. In some places, Catholic
records date back nearly 500 years!

FamilySearch has a large collection of Catholic
Church records, including 56 million indexed records.
To search for your ancestor using these, visit the
Search Historical Records section of FamilySearch.
About 14.6 million of these records have images
associated with them.
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If that search doesn’t work for you, don’t give up!

These records were created during interviews with

FamilySearch has many other Catholic Church

the priest as he verified that the bride and groom

records that haven’t been indexed yet. To find

were ready and worthy to wed.

these, look in the catalog for the town in which

information files may be several pages long and

your family attended church. The records will be

may list generations of the family, making them

digitized, and you may browse them in

every family researcher’s dream come true!

Marriage

FamilySearch.
If you’ve tried to find your Mexican ancestors

6

Catholic Church records contain information

before without success, try again now. With the

similar to civil registration records. However, you

availability of many new records, you might be

may find one type of church record that goes

successful. And if you haven’t tried before, now

even further: marriage information files.

would be the perfect time to get started.
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3 Ways to
Unravel the
Mysteries of
Women in
Your Family
Tree
BY

ALISON

J.

HERZOG

Surfacing information about your female
ancestors can provide great inspiration. It can
also be more challenging than discovering
details about male relatives. Many historical
documents only list women by their married
name, or even by the name of their husband.

We all have brave and inspiring female
ancestors – women of conviction – deserving to
have their stories told. March is Women’s History
Month, an ideal time to unravel the mysteries of
undiscovered or little-known female relatives.
Let these tips guide you!

Mine Male Records

An old photograph. A woman sits before a plain
backdrop in a white linen dress. Extraordinary

Unraveling the mysteries of women relatives, says

wisdom is reflected in her expressive eyes.

genealogist Michael John Neill of RootDig.com,
doesn’t begin with researching female ancestors.

You remember your mother saying that this was a

“The first step is to fully document the male

great aunt, but otherwise, the woman in the picture

ancestor and to look for hidden clues that will

is shrouded in mystery. “Her story must be known!”

lead to information about the women in his life.

you think. “What she must have seen and done!”

Look for records from male ancestors.
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Start by looking at probate records for your male
ancestors. Women in the past often didn’t receive
automatic guardianship of inherited money or
estates. Therefore, if a husband died owning
property or a business, the remaining family
members would often go to probate court in order
to determine who would oversee finances.

Estate records of male relatives can also reveal
names or locations of female ancestors. Fathers,
brothers, and uncles may all leave part of their
estate to the women in their family. Even if the
will doesn’t give a female ancestor’s last name,
accounting records might have more details.

Let History Be
Your Guide
To shine a light on the stories of female
ancestors, Lisa Alzo of The Accidental
Genealogist recommends creating a timeline
of historical events that took place during their
lives. These events can shed invaluable
perspective and identify cause-and-effect
situations. For instance, you might find that the
Great Depression or World War II propelled
your mother or grandmother into the work
force.

War widows also frequently had to provide
details about their relationship and life when
applying for a pension after a husband’s
death. If a male ancestor served in the
military in the 19th or early 20th century,
details about female ancestors may be
contained in pension records.
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To create a historical timeline that matches up
with your female ancestor’s life:

Establish a timeline that begins with the
woman’s birth and ends with her death.

Detail everything you know about her,
including her marriage date and children’s
birth dates and places. Add in life events,
such as migrations and hospitalizations, as you
uncover them. Incorporate significant national
and international events, such as wars and
epidemics.

Work in local events you discover in county
histories, which are often available at libraries
and online bookstores.

You can get started on a timeline by finding
birth and death records at FamilySearch’s
Search Historical Records page.
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HUNT FOR
HEADSTONES
“Loving wife and mother of six
dedicated to helping those less
fortunate.”

We can learn so much from gravestones. These markers often vividly evoke the spirit of departed family
members. Tom Comstock of BillionGraves says an ancestor’s final resting place can also be an excellent
source of detail about women relatives.

The gravestone of a female ancestor may provide the last place she lived and uncover family relationships,
middle and maiden names, and dates of birth and death. Emblems on headstones can reveal religious
beliefs, professions, and memberships. Epitaphs may reveal a wide range of details about an ancestor’s
life.
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Finding US Military
Ancestors in Online
Records
BY

LESLIE

ALBRECHT

HUBER

If your family tree extends back for several generations in the US,
chances are good that you have at least one ancestor who fought in
the military. With the growing collection of online databases, learning
about your military ancestors has never been easier. Military records
can do much more than shed light on the details of your ancestor’s
military service. They might provide insights into their lives or help you
fill in family relationships.
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The Basics of US
Military Records
US military records date back to before the Revolutionary
War. These records exist at both the state and federal level.
Under the umbrella of military records, you can find a wide
range of documents, such as service, draft, and conscription
records as well as bounty land warrant and pension records.

Sometimes military records can hold the most thorough—and
interesting—information available about your ancestors. They
often include basic information, such as name, residence,
and age along with some information about that person’s
military service, such as his unit and the date he was
mustered in and out of service. Many records contain a lot
more than this. Military records might tell you what your
ancestor looked like or describe in detail how he got an
injury and how it affected him after the war. A few,
particularly pension records, can contain details about
events that occurred during service, letters, proof of family
dates and places (birth, marriage, and death certificates or
other documents), and sometimes even photos or pages torn
from the family Bible.
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Introductory
Record
Collections
Now that you understand how fabulous
military records can be, it’s time to find
your ancestors in them. Here are some
places to start your search.

First, take a look at your family tree to find possible candidates—ancestors who lived in the US at the
time of a particular war and who were approximately the right age to serve. Most of the soldiers who
fought throughout history have been men between the ages of 18 and 30. Of course, this is not a hardand-fast rule, and you shouldn’t limit your search to candidates who meet these parameters. Boys
younger than 18 served and men much older than 30 have served, particularly as officers. Although
women generally did not fight in battle until relatively recently, sometimes they accompanied their
husbands or served as nurses or in other ways.

Below are a few collections from four of the major wars in US history to whet your research appetite. To
increase your chances of success as you search these collections for your ancestors, be sure to try a
number of spelling variants on each name.

Revolutionary War
Fought from 1775 to 1783, the Revolutionary War
involved around 217,000 soldiers. Keep in mind
that the population was much smaller then—so
this represented a significant portion of the
people living in the American colonies at that
time.

FamilySearch can help you connect to

some useful Revolutionary War records, such as
the index to the United States Revolutionary War
Pension and Bounty Land Warrant Applications,
1800–1900. If you want to see the actual
pensions, you’ll need to follow the prompt to a
partner website, Fold3, which requires a
membership, but is available free of charge at
the Family History Library. You can also browse
rosters of soldiers and sailors and war rolls on
FamilySearch.
MAY

2018

•

ROOTS

&

LEAVES|

13

Fold3.com will give you access to their Revolutionary War
Collection page where you can search those same records as
well as others.

Another excellent resource is the Daughters of the American
Revolution ancestor database, which contains information
from their 152 volume set, representing tens of thousands of
DAR applicants.

Civil War
If you’re looking for a Civil War ancestor, you won’t
want to miss the comprehensive National Park
Service’s Soldiers and Sailors Database, which
contains 6.3 million soldier records that draw on
information from a number of sources. An alternate
version is available at FamilySearch.

Another important group of records are pension
records. Fold3 is in the process of digitizing these.
Although they are only 11 percent complete, indexes
are available there as well as at FamilySearch and
Ancestry.com.

World War I
World War I lasted from 1914 to 1918 with the US entering the
war in April 1917. It involved 4.7 million US servicemen and
women who fought in locations around the world.

FamilySearch’s draft registration card collection includes 24
million people and is a good first search to find an ancestor
who may have fought in this war. When you’re ready to expand
your search, other collections exist at FamilySearch, Ancestry,
and Fold3.
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World War II
Over 16 million US soldiers fought in World War II,

So if after exploring these, you’re still hungry for

which lasted from 1939 to 1945, with US involvement

more, here are some places to dive deeper and find

beginning in 1941.

more information:

You can get started locating family who served in
this war with a couple of FamilySearch searches.
Good records to search are enlistment records—an
incomplete collection covering the years 1939–1946
and draft registration cards—a collection only
partially indexed. Other options are available at
Fold3 and Ancestry.

FamilySearch’s United States Military Records Wiki
Online Military Indexes and Records, A Genealogy
Guide
Fold3. This entire site is devoted to military
records and has a great depth and breadth of
records from many wars throughout history. (This
site requires a membership.)
Ancestry’s US Military Collection contains over 100

Of course, this list doesn’t include all US wars or

million names in 700 titles and databases.

even all the records for the wars listed above.
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WHEN ARE HEARTS TURN TO

OUR ANCESTORS

SOMETHING CHANGES
INSIDE US. WE FEEL PART OF

SOMETHING GREATER

THAN OURSELVES.

- President Russell M. Nelson

Evans Georgia
Family History
Center

835 N. Belair Road, Evans, Georgia 30809

