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Welcome to
Roots & Leaves!
Thanksgiving is over and nearly before we have eaten
our dinner of thanks, the Christmas seasons starts.
From now until New Years, homes are decorated,
treats are shared and everyone starts purchasing and
preparing the gifts they will share this season.

Genealogy is about family and so with this in mind,
consider giving gifts of you rather than objects to give
to your family and friends.

No gift will be as

meaningful as the ones that you give of yourself.
Need ideas?

We have them outlined in the article

"Give the Gift of Memories."

One way to preserve your memories is to write them
Center Location & Hours

down in either a journal, diary or online.

This is one of

835 N. Bel Air Road, Evans, Georgia (Rear of Church)

the greatest gifts that you can give yourself and your

Tuesday: 10 am - 1 pm & 7 - 9 pm

posterity.

Wednesday: 10 am - 1 pm & 7 - 9 pm

where to start, we can help.

Thursday: 10 am - 1 pm

monthly Journaling Classes at the Evans Georgia

Saturday: 10 am - 1 pm

Family History Center.

It's a gift that keeps on giving!

Don't know

We also will be hosting

The 1st class begins January

9th!
We offer free Access to the Following Websites:
19th Century British Library

Genealogy Bank

Once Christmas is over and we have over indulged

Access Newspaper Archive

FamilySearch.org

with food and activities, it is time to look back and see

Alexander Street Press

FindMyPast.com

what we have done in 2019 and look towards 2020.

American Ancestors

- Institution Version

American Civil War

Fold3.com - Military

Research Database

Records

What would you like to accomplish this year with your
family history?

Do you feel like you don't know how to

focus as one hint leads to another and another?

Read

Ancestry.com- Institution

Geneanet

(US, Australia, Canada,

Historic Map Works

Germany, Sweden,

Kinpoint-Premium

United Kingdom)

MyHeritage.com

Arkiv Digital

Newspapers.com

FamNet

Paper Trail

All of these subjects are covered in this issue of

Puzzilla.org - Premium

ROOTS & LEAVES, a free e-magazine available from

"Making Genealogy Goals for 2020 and gain the
focus you need to make it your best genealogy year,
ever.

the consultants at the Evans Georgia Family History
Center.
Roots & Leaves e-magazine is not a publication of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or of FamilySearch.org.

See

family's story -because

can be!
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our story is your story !

Please come and find out how fulfilling Family History

www.churchofjesuschrist.org or FamilySearch.org for official sites.

2

Please stop by the center and find your

Give the Gift of
Memories
BY

EVANS

CENTER

GEORGIA

FAMILY

HISTORY

CONSULTANTS

Every year you may struggle to find just the right gift
for family members or friends.

You may spend hours

walking through malls or online surfing from one
website to the next.
Christmas to be.

This is not how you want

What if you could alleviate the

pressures of gift giving and give something more
meaningful - MEMORIES!

The truth is that your

family and friends probably really don't need
anything. This year for Christmas give something that
means a great deal to both the giver and the
receiver.

Give memories.

Gifts with more meaning
Give a Family Gift
Instead of buying everyone presents, combine what
you would have spent and by one gift for the entire
family.

It could be a sound system, an outdoor toy or

tickets to an event everyone would like to attend.
Giving only family gifts is the perfect way to help
kids feel less entitled.

Baking Day
Turn off the phones, turn up the Christmas music and
don a Christmas apron - its time to bake!

Everyone

can participate in decorating sugar cookies or going
all out on a gingerbread house.

Perhaps your family

could even enter a gingerbread house competition
held in your town.

Share your culinary creations with

others.
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Day with someone special
Gifting experiences is a great solution for those who
lack storage for more stuff but still want to give a
gift to their kids.

There are tons of ideas on what

you can give: tickets to an aquarium, movie tickets, a
hot air balloon ride, a shopping trip together or a
fancy dinner out are just a few. The best part about
giving experiences instead of gifts is that the person
will enjoy the memory of your gift forever.

Board Game Day
Is your family or friends into board games but you
seldom seem to find the time to get together?
ahead and make a day of it.

Plan

Spend the whole day,

even wearing your pajamas if you want, all the while
playing hours of playing your favorite or new games
bought just for the occasion.

Volunteer
Spend time together with your family by volunteering
for a cause that is meaningful to your family or for a
local organization.

By volunteering, you’ll teach your

kids that not all Christmases are created equally.
They’ll be able to see how lucky they are to be
blessed with what they have. If you have a child who
struggles with understanding how blessed they are,
this idea is the perfect way to help them
understand. Your entire family will never forget the
experience and lessons they learned while
volunteering on Christmas.

Volunteer opportunities

are available on JustServe.org.

4

|

ROOTS

&

LEAVES

•

DECEMBER

2019

Movie Day
Grab your favorite Christmas movies, some
popcorn and a cozy blanket and spend the day
laughing, crying and believing in magic
again. Make it extra special by allowing
everyone to choose their favorite Christmas
movie and their favorite snacks. You could
even build a giant family fort to end the day or
sleep together In the living room around the
fire.

Vacation
Nothing creates memories quite like getting
away. Give your kids memories instead of gifts this
year by taking them to see the world. Whether you
have a pre-planned vacation or just a spur-of-themoment road trip, do your best to be present during
the whole trip. The memories of a vacation are
something that no gift can compare to!

And don't

be fooled thinking that vacations need to be
expensive to be meaningful.

A simple weekend to a

campground or a trip to beach may just build the
memory that your family will talk about for years to
come.

Camera Scavenger Hunt
Say Cheese!

Give each person in your family a

device where they can take pictures.

You might

want to have a theme for the day or take pictures
of whatever interests you.

For an added bonus,

include a camera scavenger hunt!

Compile these

pictures and then have a big slideshow night for
everyone to attend.

Whatever you decide to do

this Christmas, you'll be guaranteed that when you
give your time, everyone wins!
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Extend Christmas All Year Long
Are you starting to get some "memory" ideas of your own.
ideas that you can do at any time throughout the year.
thought that counts"

If not, here are some other

As the old adage goes, "its the

Show your family how much you think of them and give of yourself for

building memories.

GO FOR A
BIKE RIDE

PAINT
YOUR
NAILS

BUILD A
FORT

GO TO
THE
LIBRARY

GO TO
THE ZOO

HAVE A
PILLOW
FIGHT

MAKE ICE
CREAM

MAKE A
BIRD
FEEDER

PLAY
DRESS UP

PLAY HIDE
& SEEK

MAKE
PLAY
DOUGH

GO STAR
GAZING

GO
CAMPING

GO TO A
PLAY

VOLUNTEER
TOGETHER

GO SWIM

MAKE
BREAD

BAKE
COOKIES

PAINT
ROCKS

FLY A KITE

GO ON A
NATURE
HIKE

GO TO A
MOVIE

PLAY A
BOARD
GAME
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PLANT A
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Preserving Your
Memories
ADAPTED

FROM

FAMILYSEARCH.ORG

As a family historian, you know that even the smallest detail
can have significant impact on linking the generations
together.

Sadly, we fail to think that our own history is

significant because it's so readily available.

But your memories

won't be here forever and taking the time now is imperative for
future generations.

Knowing, recording, and preserving your

family history directly impacts you, your family, and even future
generations of people you may never know.

“A people without

the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a
tree without roots.” —Marcus Garvey

But you might say, I'm not a good writing.

No problem.

As there are countless way to research and find

information on your family tree, there are also numerous ways to document your memories.
for you and voila, your memories will be left for others to enjoy.
writing tips.

Find one that works

FamilySearch.org can show you how with 18

Certainly one of these, if not more, will resonate with you.

Tip #1 Own Your Story
Who better to write your story then you!

You are the most knowledgeable person on the planet to record your

experiences, challenges, accomplishments and feelings than anyone else.

You are the only human being ever

born to this earth who has your unique perspective and life experiences.

Tip #2 Tell Favorite Stories Aloud
If speaking is more along your comfort zone, record your favorite stories.

You can easily record them in the

FamilySearch Memory App and they will be there for future generations.

Not only will they be able to relive

your stories over and over, they can also know what your voice sounded like.

Tip #3 Make a Personal Timeline
Sometimes the thought of writing down all your experiences can seem daunting.

Instead of trying to do it

all at once, make a timeline in a notebook or a computer document and write down each year you’ve
been alive. Leave a page or two between each year. Now start adding in all of the big turning points that
divide your life into chapters: (e.g., being born, going to school, moving, etc.,) If all you ever complete in
your personal history is this list of major life events, that’s a lot better than nothing. If you’re inspired to
keep going, you’ll have a great framework for writing a thorough personal history.
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Tip #4 Be Specific
Add as many relevant details as you can when sharing a memory.

Think

about the evidence you’d include if you had to prove you’re telling the
truth. Describe the sounds, smells, the atmosphere of where you were
during your experience.

If you were reading one of your ancestors

journals, you would appreciate all the detail they took in documenting
their life story.

Follow suit and do the same.

Tip #5 Just Start
What are you waiting for?

It doesn't matter how far behind you are -

you can always jump in midstream - your story will have just as much
meaning. Start somewhere, and start today. Even if you don’t have
time to delve deeply into the past right now, make a regular habit of
capturing and collecting current thoughts and memories. The
important thing is to capture them while they’re still fresh; you can
always organize and rearrange your memories later.

Tip #6 Make a List of Stories to Tell
Not sure where to start with your personal or family history? Start by
making a list of stories you want to write down eventually. Then
elaborate on each of them, one by one.

Tip #7 Forget about Chronology
There’s no rule that says you have to write your life story in
chronological order. Memories tend to pop up at random, triggered
by the strangest things. As you write your stories down, you can add
whatever structure to your memories you want.

Tip #8 Use Memory Triggers
Having writers block?

Take this time to help inspire stories by looking

at photos, keepsakes, clothing, and other objects can be wonderful
memory triggers. You can visit the neighborhood or city where you
once lived, walk around, notebook in hand, and see what memories
surface.

Tip #9 Let your thoughts simmer
It’s hard to summon stories on demand; our memories just don’t work that way. If you’re using writing prompts or
trying to answer a list of questions, read through them at the beginning of the week. Then set them aside, and go
about your life. You’ll be surprised what you can remember after you let a question marinate in your mind for a
few days.
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Tip #10 Gather From Others
Consult siblings, cousins, children and other relatives to help round out your memories of a person or event.
Everyone has a slightly different perspective of the same event.

Getting others points of view can help round

out the story and help clarify information.

Tip #11 Use Your Handwriting!
Your stories are unique and so is your handwriting.

Don't worry

about if you have poor handwriting, as family historians we deal
with difficult handwriting all the time. Your family will want to
have some of your words written in your own hand. They won’t
judge you for sloppy or imperfect handwriting. They’ll treasure it
as a piece of you.

Tip #12 Write the Way You Speak
Unlike college papers or your English 101 teacher, your stories will not be graded so forgo the formality that
often stunts creative writing.
comes to mind.

Instead, just allow the words to flow.

Set aside some time and just write whatever

The more your words reflect the way you think and speak, the better your ancestors will

understand what makes you tick.
talking to a friend.

If you still feel stuck, invest in a dictating software and speak as if you were

It will takeoff the pressure to write and the program will do all the spelling for you.

Tip #13 Don't worry about it being perfect
We all want to put our best self forward, but that isn't realistic when recording our personal history.
at some point or another, needs to show their vulnerability.

That's a part of life.

Everyone,

Perfection is not the goal - if it

is, then you won't get anything done.

Tip #14 Write a List
Lists are a great way to break up your prose, making it both easier to write and more fun to read. The options
are endless. Here’s a brief list of things you could make lists about in your journal:

Cities you’ve lived in
Schools you attended
Songs that remind you of high school
Favorite books or movies
Quotes or sayings your grandfather always said
Traits you inherited from your grandma
Recipes that remind you of home
Personal injuries and hospitalizations
Childhood mischief that you got away with
Pets your family owned

9

|

ROOTS

&

LEAVES

•

DECEMBER

2019

Tip #15 Make a Regular Practice
The more you exercise your writing muscles, the easier and more naturally your words will flow. Set aside a
block of time once a week for journal writing.

If that sounds overwhelming, write every other week or once a

month instead. You could also pick one month a year (maybe your birthday month) where you write briefly
every day—either about your current life or about your past or your family history.

Tip #16 Keep Multiple Journals
There are numerous ways that you can keep journals and not
all of them have to do with paper. The FamilySearch Memory
App can be uploaded to your phone and you can record
memories, both oral and written directly to your FamilySearch
tree.

You can also use a wall or digital calendar to record

the events of each day.

Tip #17 Curate Your Own Writing
Everything you write about yourself counts, so collect it all together. If you give a presentation at work and you
share a personal anecdote, pull that out of the presentation and save it in your personal history. If you share a
personal experience in a Sunday School lesson, save it. If you speak at a family funeral, definitely save that. Comb
through social media for stories you’ve already shared and save them in a more archival format.

Tip #18 Make Some of Your
Stories Permanent
Some of the writing you do will be just for you and that’s
okay. But some of your writing will really matter to someone
else, like your account of the birth of your child, or your
recollections of a beloved grandparent. Save your most
important memories in the FamilySearch app, in the Stories
section, where all of the data is archived and backed up to
the cloud. If it’s a story about your grandfather, save it to his
profile. If it’s about your life, save it to your own profile. All
stories remain private while the person is still living, but they’ll
eventually be visible to the entire extended family.

HELP TO KEEP YOU GOING:
To help make writing your personal history less daunting, join
the #52Stories Project on FamilySearch.

Each week in 2020,

FamilySearch will publish topic questions designed to trigger
your memories.

All you need to do is focus on the topic and

write a response. By the end of 2020, you will have 52 stories
about your life simply by responding to the weekly question.
Your story is amazing - now share it with others!
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Making Genealogy Goals
BY

EVANS

GEORGIA

FAMILY

HISTORY

Tired of making goals that never come to fruition?
what our initial goal was.

CONSULTANTS

Most of us are because we can't stay focused on

To help you in making genealogy goals, ask yourself the following questions:

Why do you do or want to do genealogy?
What is your vision? What do you want the outcome to be?
How much time can you devote?
Only you can answer these questions. Write them down and keep them nearby so that you can refer them
again and again to help you keep on track.

To help you determine your genealogy goals consider the following three goals that you might
incorporate into your goals.

THE 1st GOAL: TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE
The very first goal can be one of the easiest, one of the most rewarding,
and is actually the most important.

The first step is a critical step

because time is running out and you may only have a short window of
opportunity to complete this step.

Preserving memories, documents, and

photographs has to be your number one priority.

The next step is to

identify those people who are still living and try to make contact with as
many as possible. Your aim is to collect as many copies of
documents/photos and record their memories while these people and
objects are still available. Remember that people do not live forever, that
memories are fragile and can be forgotten, and that documents and
photos may get destroyed or passed on to someone else so that you may
never see them again.

The online information is interesting and valuable

but you have to remember that the same information will still be there
months or years from now and there may actually be more information
that is available the longer you wait.

THE 2nd GOAL: IDENTIFY WHAT YOU KNOW
Start by reviewing what information you already know. Record that information on appropriate forms and keep
your records organized.By the end of step one you should have:Facts and information recorded on family group
records, pedigree charts and, if desired, in personal and family history notes.Organized copies of documents
and family memorabilia.
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THE 3rd GOAL: DECIDE WHAT YOU WANT TO LEARN
If you’ve ever wanted to accomplish something major,
you know that getting started can be a bit of a
challenge. Maybe you have some vague idea about what
you want but no clue how to get it. Or perhaps you sit
down to think about everything you have to do and get
completely intimidated, freezing up and feeling
incapable of taking the first step.

So instead of feeling overwhelmed, divide your research into sections.

First, Decide what you want to learn

or research by focusing on an objective or person using a research log. Nothing is more important to the
research process than deciding what you want to learn. What you want to accomplish may vary, but usually,
building up to it with well-documented research will help.

To achieve your quest, you should divide it into several achievable goals. Goals are achieved by dividing
them into specific research objectives and then accomplishing each objective in turn.

Use the chart below to

help organize your own genealogy quests.

Making Objectives:
A single, clearly defined research objective will—
Focus your efforts, one step at a time, on a single
task (such as a name, event date, event place,
relationship, etc.)
Improve your chances of selecting a record that has
the information you seek.
Reduce the confusion of trying to work on several
objectives at once.
Help you succeed and enjoy your research
experience.
In order to select a specific research objective, you
will first identify several individuals or families you
could research, then you will choose one.
With one individual or family in mind, you will have a
goal and can then identify questions about him or
her.
Next, select one question as the research objective.
Then you will prepare and use a research log.
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Following these three goals or steps:
Recording timely records,
Identifying what you know,
and deciding what you want to learn by making
objectives,
are imperative to setting further genealogical goals.
Without taking the time to go through these three steps will
only bring days of researching while not feeling that you
accomplished very much or as the cartoon describes that
you will suffer from ADGD: Attention Deficit Genealogy
Disorder!

MAKING GOALS AS A
FAMILY HISTORY CENTER
As a research library, the Evans Georgia Family History
Center has to make its own goals from time to time to
improve the resources and the services it provides to its
patrons.

First of all, we want to say THANK YOU for all the patrons
that have come to the center this year.

Each person that

comes to the center has a story to share and we honor your
story.

As you tell us about your family we often feel like we

are attending your family reunion and you are introducing
us to all your relatives that you love.

THANK YOU for

trusting your family relatives with us.

Secondly, we have made several goals to help you get the
most out of what the Evans Family History Center has to
offer to the genealogical circles here in Augusta, Georgia.
We hope that the classes and groups we have to offer will
add to existing classes found in the Augusta, Georgia Area.
Turn to page 14 to read all about our upcoming projects!
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EVANS GEORGIA FAMILY HISTORY CENTER
2020 GOALS
Provide classes that inspire Family History for all ages
Host "Spanish Days" for Spanish Speaking Patrons
Offer a Family History Home Schooling Curriculum
Host a weekly Family History Storytime and activities
Host a monthly Journaling Class
Ladies Night at the Family History Center
Family History Date Nights - outwit your other half!
Getting the most out of Family Reunions
How to Index Classes
Host an online #52 Stories Project
Preserving Family Recipes Class
Scanning Days - to help preserve documents and pictures
Family History Video Contest
Family History Games
Genealogy Gift
Family History Culture Night
Online Activities
Hosting Youth Genealogy Breakout Rooms
Family History Youth Art Gallery
and as always, we are here during our regular hours, to help you in
your research as you link your generations together!

These activities will be posted on The Evans Georgia Family
History Center Facebook page throughout 2020. Please
follow our page to be notified on upcoming events!
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"Our hearts grow tender with
childhood memories and love
of kindred, and we are better
through the year for having, in
spirit, become a child again at
Christmas-time.
— Laura Ingalls Wilder
Evans Georgia
Family History
Center

835 N. Belair Road, Evans, Georgia 30809

